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WITHOUT You 
1 WOULDN'T HAVE LIVED IN NEW YORK, 
1 WOULDN'T HAVE FOUND THE WORDS, 
1 WOUVON'T HAVE WRITTEN THIS BOOK, 

1 WOULDN'T HAVE STARTED STUDYING AGAIN, 
1 WOULDN'T HAVE DEFEATED MN FRUSTRATION, 
1 WOULONT HAVE DISCOVERED TUE COLORS, 
1 WOULDN'T HAVE ASKED ANYONE 
ТО MARK ME 
AND NO ONE WOULD HAVE ANSWERED: 


WES! BUT LETS KEEP IT OUR LITTLE SECRET, OKAY? 
VONT GO TELLING ENERNONE LIKE NOU. ALWANS DO.” 


SO THIS BOOK (5 FOR NOU, 
BECAUSE IF IT WEREN'T FOR NOU, 
FROM MN WINDOW, 
1 WOULD STIU SEE THE WORLD IN BLACK AND WHITE. 


MANHATTANHENGE 
ASTOR PLACE 
JUN 12TH, 2015 
5:22 PM 
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ONE, TWO, THREE, FOUR... 


ONE, TWO, THREE, FOUR... 


ENW NOV. 
HONEST, I'D LOVE 
ТО W LIKE You. 


SO CONSISTENT, МА 
PLACE THAT KEEPS CHANGING 
да, AROUND NOU. 
HOW vo NOU VO IL? 


ONE DAN THEN TELL NOU y ME 
| אוד‎ GONNA FLIP 2 . At .. INTO А §6C PER MONTH 
= ТИАТ RENT-CONTROWED € Za h | LUXURY APARTMENT 
SHIT-HOLE YOUVE CALLED ју Д ` — 
= HOME’ FOR SO LONA... > | 


\ 


THEN YOU GO 
TO NOUR FINORITE 
RESTAURANT... 


NO SIGN OF WHAT USED To BE. 

> хх REPLACED BN 

/ | ს SOMETHING NEWER, 
BIGGER... 


ОА ДЕД | THERE. 06 SOMETHING Кене AND 
BETTER. IN ITS PLACE SOON ENOUGH. 


Too BAD, NOU 
WONT BE ABLE 

10. WER AGAIN. 
SHUT DOWN. 


“МА, OF NOUR 
INDIFFERENCE... 


SERIOUS, TEACH ME. 
ЦОМ vo NOU vo (2 


А COW MASK. 


| ум RIOUS -- 


-- WHAT'S YOUR 
PARLIEST MEMORY? 


TUE ONW ONES 
INSIDE ДЕР GHOSTS 
OND MEMORIES. 


MING IS A SONG THAT'S BEEN PLAYING IN MY 
HEADPHONES FOR А WHILE, SETTING THE RENTHM OF 


MY FOOTSTEPS WHILE 1 SEARCH FOR SOLITUDE. ONE, TWO, THREE, FOUR... 


ONE, TWO, THREE, FOUR... 


v 


ONE, TWO, THREE, FOUR... 
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THE TRUTH IS, SAM 
UBTEO NUMBERS. BUT 
HED COUNT ANYTHING. 


WED COUNT THE 
SECONDS BEFORE 
FALLING ASLEEP. 


THIS LATEST 
NEN YORK 
ADVENTURE 
ALSO BEGAN 

WITH COUNTING. 


FORGET ABOUT 


ეა _ на 


LUCK MADE HIM NERVOUS. 
SO W COUNTED. 


AND цер DO זו‎ TO THE RHYTHM IN 
HIS HEAD. HED COUNT THE STAIRS L 
AS HE CLIMBED UP AND DOWN. $ 


HELPED HIM 


WED COUNT THE MINUTES 
BETWEEN EACH TRAIN. 


PELHAM BAY & MIN 
PELHAM BAY 4 MIN 


B. ACD ou, two, WREE, rove... 
~ Г 


SPECFICAUN, 
HOW MANN 
PEOPLE TALKED 
TO FACH OTUER. 


И 


__ 
NOT BN TEXT. NOT BN EMAIL. 


OR ANY OTHER 
SOCIAL NETWORK. 


= 
V ON TUE STREET. 
Поп Square 


—?' 


— mw > 


” 2 302254 


You KNOW -- J ; OR EVEN BEHIND SOMEOI 


FACE ТО FACE. 


ME THEN STARTED COUNTING 
PEOPLE WHO SHARED ACTUAL 
PHYSICAL CONTACT. 


1 MEAN, BASIC STUFF. 


LIKE KISSING, 
HOLDING HANDS... 


Уа ҰЯ BES 2-3“) 
МА LOC א‎ лы Pac 
HUGGING. Og 
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WHEN 1 SAID ЗАМ STARTED THIS LATEST NEW YORK ADVENTURE COUNTING, 
זו‎ WAS ONW BECAUSE HE DIDN'T HAVE АМЧ OTHER PLAN WHERE ТО BEGIN. 


WIS ARTICLE WAS PRETTY SUCCESSFUL WHEN IT CAME OUT. 
MANGE NOU READ IT. ^ LOT OF PEOPLE DID. 
BUT A LOT OF THEM THOUGHT HE WAS CRAZN, TOO. 
אאא‎ NOWRE ONE OF THEM, 


BUT I KNOW FOR А FACT THAT EVERYTHING HE 
WROTE ABOUT THIS CITY AND WHAT HAPPENED TO 
HIM HERE IS TRUE. AND УМ HERE TO TEM YOU MY 
VERSION OF THOSE NENTS. 


em g) ოლ ста ІШ 


am | | В С В თობ gg ü ma ოთ В с в + 
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0 שאוא-‎ THOUSAND, TWO 
HUNDRED AND EIGHTY MINUTES. 


га 


FIVE MILLION, THREE HUNDRED AND FIFTN-FIVE 
THOUSAND SECONDS. 


ONE THOUSAND, FOUR 
HUNDRED AND HGHTN 
пант HOURS. 


JT DIDN'T MATTER HOW MANY 
TIMES SAM REPEATED HOSE 
NUMBERS IN HIS HEAD, THEY 
ALANS EQUALED THE 
SAME THING: 


SIXTY-TWO 
UNS. 


THAT'S HOW LONG HE WAS GOING TO 
= SPEND IN MANHATTAN, IN THE VIBRANT 
3 HEART OF NEW YORK CITY. 


= = | 
<> 


—n 
PERHAPS THE HEART ОР 
THE ENTIRE ORIO. | WORLD. 


₪ - 


TWO MONTHS STICKING TO 
ONG SIMPLE RULE: 


NO VERBAL INTERACTION 
ZU ити ANN OTUER HUMAN 


TUE SUBJECT OF HIS 


| 
THIS WAS HIS eed 


CHALLENGE TO NEW YORK, 
AND TO HIMSELF. 


AND זו‎ SEEMED LIKE THE СТУ ACCEPTED ЕМ 
THE CHALLENGE WIUINGIN. 


UIS DANS STARTED TO 
UNFOW LIKE ს WEU- 
REHEARSED SCRIPT. 


NI 


AT LEAST UNTIL 
THURSTAN, NOVEMBER 
150... 


...A MONTH AFTER HIS ARRIVAL, 
АТ WHICH POINT ENERNTHING CHANGED... 
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+ BUT LET'S START FROM 
TUE ТОР. 


- j TUEN WERE ONIN ALLOWED TO CHAT BY TEXT, 
THE ОМА PERSON | AND ONL IN THE MORNING CMOSTIN BECAUSE 
SAM WAS ALLOWED 10 OF THE TIME DIFFERENCE). 
COMMUNICATE WITH WAS ||| 


NORMAUN, זו‎ WOUD START WITH 
JORGE ASKING HOW THE ARTICLE IS 
COMING ALONG. 


THEN HED PASS ON MESSAGES 
FROM HIS FAMIN. 


Your mom is asking if you're 
okay, and how you're eating. 


How many words have you written so far? 
It's been a month already, do you need a 
hand? It’s your first written article after ten 
years of photo reports, so please don't tell 
me you've got writer's block already. 


She says if you get sick 
you should take some 
nightshade. 


Crush it up in some boiling 
water or something. 


BUT THEN HE'D АМ OFF WITH HIS OWN COMMENTARY. 


Dude, you're 29 years old. You should tell your mom you've replaced 
all that voodoo stuff with actual medicine... 


You know, stuff that actually helps. Remember when you were 15 and she 
called that witch doctor because you had the runs all month? 
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AND THAT'S WHEN THE CONVERSA- 
TION WOUW INEVITABLY END. 


Come on, Sam. 
Don't go there. 
Okay, but yesterday you 


one, Jorge. 


forget her, all I’m saying is there's a reason 
you're there doing what you do. This article, 
the challenge, the pictures... speaking of 
pictures -- 


I ~ 


| In her own way, maybe. I'm not saying to 


7 


ЗАМ AND JORGE STARTED THEIR 
MAGAZINE FOR FUN AFTER GRADUATION. 
BUT NEITHER OF THEM EXPECTED (T TO 
GO FROM HOBBY TO JOB SO QUICKLY. 


WITHIN SIX YEARS THEN BECAME: A PRINTED WITHIN TEN 40005... WELL, WITHIN TEN 


WEN MAGAZINE WITH ს DAILY ONLINE 
NEARS NOT MUCH CHANGED, EXCEPT MAYBE 
COMPONENT, WITH À FULL STAFF AND LOSING A FEN READERS. ВИТ ЗАМ ANID 
NETWORK OF FRANCES. JORGE WERE STILL JUST AS ENTHUSIASTIC 
AND PASSIONATE AS THEN HAD BEEN 
AT THE START. 


PHOTOGRAPHY HAS ALWANS BEEN HIS GREATEST 
LONE. UIS FIRST THOUGHT WHEN WAKING UP. HIS 
с LAST THOUGHT BEFORE FALLING ASLEEP. THAT 
DENOTION CAUSED HIM А FAIR AMOUNT OF PROBLEMS, 
ESPECIAUN WHEN IT CAME TO RELATIONSHIPS. 


SAM HAS ALWAYS BEEN A PHOTOGRAPHER, AND UE 
AUNNS CONSIDERED IT MORE THAN JUST A JOB. 


IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 


I" 


IL 
BUT IN HER CASE, 1% ше | | | | 
| REAUN TRIED MIS Best. — 


HE MADE A REAL, 
GENUINE EFFORT. 


4” У 
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BUT SOMETIMES, THINGS DONT 
во TUE WN YOU WANT. 


MIS PAIN HAD ALREADY STOLEN A 
FEN MONTHS AWAN FROM HIM WHEN UE 


III та | 


Ш 
BECAUSE ENERN TIME UE HAD TO FACE SOME KIND 
= OF PAIN, THERE WAS ONE THING HE WAS ABLE PACK A SUITCASE FOR 
10 vo WITH SOME CLARITY: YORK. 


THATS WHEN JORGE SUGGESTED THE ARTICLE. 
TUE MAGAZINE WOULD PON FOR SAM'S TOURNEY OF 
RECOVERN,” AND UE WOULD TURN IT INTO A CHALLENGE 
TO HIMSELF, AND AN ARTICLE FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


ІШІ 


= 


7... CHALLENGE то MY INABILITY TO 
COMMUNICATE, ТО MN MISANTAROPN, TO MN 
CONSTANT NEED FOR А CHALLENGE.” 


`... A CHAWENGE ТО RESPECT THE 
RULES ONE PLACES UPON HIMSELF, 
WHETHER ME LIKES THEM OR NOT... 


*...А CHALLENGE то FIND LOVE, THE KIND WE OFTEN 

UNKNOWINGLY BRUSH AGAINST ON THE STREET, ONIN 

TO FORGET À MOMENT LATER, OVERWHELMED BN THE 

RIVER OF OUR OWN THOUGHTS, AND THE THOUGHTS 
OF A MILLION PASSERSDN... 


“IT IS A CHALLENGE TO 

TUE ОТЧ OF NEW YORK, 

TUE ОТЧ OF MY BIRTH, 
ТИВ CITY THAT SHELTERED 
AND CARED FOR ME, BOTH 


“THAT PURE LOVE THAT 1 HAVE 
OFTEN FOUND IN THE INSTANCE OF А 
PHOTOGRAPH. .. 


PHYSICAL AND MENTALLY, 
THROUGHOUT THE YEARS... 


*.. SOMETIMES SUCCESSFUMN. . 


— ы =E 
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SAM KNEW THE CITY PRETTY WEIL 
UKE THAT PRINT SHOP ON BROADWAN, 
WHERE HED GET HIS PHOTOGRAPHS 
DENELOPED WHENEVER HE WAS IN THE AREA. 


А 
SAM ALSO LIKED TO STUDY N 


TUE RULES OF TUE ON | 1 
PRETN LOSA. | 


AS WELL AS (TS «WHICH HE COULD TURN INTO А HANDY ABILITY, SHOULD NOU 
WEAKNESSES... STRENGTHS IF NECESSARY. DECIDE TO CHALLENGE A UTY 


LIKE NEN YORK. 


SAM WAS ABOUT TO LEARN 
SOMETHING THAT DAN, 


TUE FACT THAT HIS 
RULES COULD APPLY TO 


BECAUSE NEN YORK IS NOT A CITY | 0 й ...AND IF NOU ТЕЧ TO FOOL À 
THAT LIKES TO BE FOOWD... | 2 CITY LIKE NE YORK... 


2 


MOST OF TUE TIME... 


... NEW YORK... 


ЕД 
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NOW, SAM HAD NO IDEA WHO THAT GIRL WAS, NOR 
HOW SUE ENDED UP IN DOZENS OF THE FOUR HUNDRED 
- PHOTOS UE JUST HAD PRINTED. MANGE ТИМ GANE 
|| HIM THE WRONG PICTURES? 
| 


% 


YOUVE CERTAIN REALIZED BY NOW THAT SAM IS AN ODO 
GUN, WITH HIS OBSESSIONS, HIS RULES, HIS RITUALS. 


SURE. 


BUT WHAT NOU DONT KNOW IS HOW HIS ECCENTRICITIES SPREAD 
LIKE WILDFIRE THROUGH EVERY ASPECT OF HIS LIFE. 


INCLUDING HIS PROFESSIONAL LIFE. 


7 


HIS CAMERA WAS 
TUE NEWEST DIGITAL 
REFLEX MODEL. 


UE BELONGED 


10 ON | 
GENERATION. 


l. 3. 
DOG ||| 


MED NEVER LOOK AT A 


' PHOTOGRAPH AFTER TAKING IT.. ЦЕ THOUGHT OF 


HIS OWN HEAD AS A 
DARKROOM, AND HE 
WOULD PREFER TO 
CLOSE HIS EYES AND 
IMAGINE THE PICTURE 
UET JUST TAKEN. 


HE WOULD IMPRINT THE MOMENT 
IN HIS BRAIN. 


UE KNEW WHAT UE HAD JUST SEEN, AND UE DIDN'T NEED А TINY SCREEN 
TO REASSURE HIM A SECOND, A MINUTE, OR EVEN AN HOUR LATER. 


WED PRINT THAT PHOTO IMMEDIATE. 


М 577747 
оыс SE LZ 
| Ы NN ia 7 


IN HIS MEMORY. 


OND THAT... 


+ THAT WAS HOW HE DISTRACTED HIMSELF FROM THE PAIN 
AND HIS CONSTANT SEARCH FOR DISTANCE. 


TUE ома TIME HE'D WT 
HIMSELF WT GO, BECOMING ONG WITH 
TUE WORLD AROUND HIM. 


— 
BEFORE STARTING A PROJECT, SAM 
WOULD DECIDE ON A FIXED NUMBER OF 
PHOTOGRAPHS. AFTER REACHING THAT 
NUMBER, HE'D HAVE THEM PRINTED. 


T 

TUAT WAN ЦЕ WAS ABLE TO SEE 

AU THE PICTURES MED TAKEN, 
AS TWN WOUW LOOK IN PRINT. 


E 2 
| IN SOME WINS, (T WAS LIKE SEEING 
THEM FOR THE FIRST TIME. 


UED LEAF THROUGH THE PRINTED 
PHOTOS, ONE BY ONE, SMELLING THE 
PAPER, RE-EXPERIENCING THE 
EMOTIONS BACH ONE AROUSED. 


LIKE TINY ROMANCES THAT 
ONIN LASTED FOR AN INSTANT. 
| 


THEN UFD COMPARE EACH OF 


I 
Ё THOSE PAPER MOMENTS WITH THE 


ONES IMPRINTED IN HIS MEMORY. 
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SAM NEVER FORGOT ANY OF THOSE MOMENTS. 


ЦЕ REMEMBERED NERY TINY ROMANCE. 


AW OF 
THEM. 


AT LEAST UNTIL THAT UN. 
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SO WHERE HAD AU THOSE 
FORGOTTEN MOMENTS GONE? 


WHERE WAS UE LOOKING, 
AS W TOOK HOSE PHOTOS? 


DOLENS OF MOMENTS, DOZENS OF 
ROMANCES THAT UE SIMPLY COULDN'T 
REMEMBER. WHY? WHERE HAD TUEN GONE? 


yu 


_ 
й Т! საა 
\ = 


TUE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM 
WAS SAM'S FAVORITE REFUGE. 
WHENEVER SOMETHING WENT WRONG, 
OR ME FET THE NEED TO TALK TO 
SOMEONE, THAT WAS WHERE 
ЦЕ? RUN. 


қ ” WN ი. ₪ 


SO 1 THINK MANBE NOW IS THE RIGHT TIME TO INTRODUCE YOU COULD SIN THAT 
MYSELF: HELLO, MN NAME IS JOAN. УМ FRENCH, BUT 1 TUE METROPOLITAN HAS 
DONT REMEMBER MUCH OF MN COUNTRY OF ORIGIN. 1 = | BEEN LIKE ს HOME TO 


САМЕ WERE TO AMERICA À LONG TIME AGO. š ME EVER SINCE. 


Г. ДУ а 
ЧЕ я" 


1 А 


AND, LIKE ME, SAM 
WOULD SPEND HOURS 
HANGING AROUND 
IN THERE. 
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| LESS TUAM ME, PERHAPS. 
BUT IT'S AS THOUGH UE FOUND 
AU THE COMPANY UE 
NEEDED IN THERE. 


AU THE WORDS 
HE DIONT SPEAK, 
AU THE WORDS UF 
DIONT WAR. 


BUT I REALIZED, 1 

DONT KNOW HOW, 

THAT 1 COULD WAR 
THEM AW. 


ЗАМ COULD ТРА, 
ME ANYTHING. 


HE COULD ASK 
ME ANYTHING. 
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“WHAT WAS I LOOKING AT WHEN I TOOK THOSE PHOTOS, JOAN?” 


“WAN DO I UNE NO MEMORY OF THOSE MOMENTS?” 


“WHAT DOES THIS CITY WANT FROM ME?” 


(PLEASE DONT LAUGH, T CANT 
VO HIS VOICE VERN WEU.) 


BUT THOSE WERE HIS QUESTIONS, 
OND 1 COULD WAK THEM CLEARLY. 


BUT THAT WASN'T THE RIGHT 
DAN FOR ME TO ANSWER HIM. 


AND 1 THINK THAT, DEEP DOWN, 


ЗАМ KNEW I COULD HEAR HIM... 


47 


COWONT. Jules Bastion lepage 
French ‚Damullers IILI-I ל‎ 
JOAN of Are Am 
= ez 2 


Р E | База. 
SO, ON THAT PARTICULAR. © 
VAN, 1 CONTINUED TO 
Look sovene ase, | Ó 
AS THOUGH NOTHING 
STRANGE WAS HAPPENING. 


JUST AS UF 
WAS DOING. 


46 
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NUMBERS AND RULES 


WE WERE TALKING ABOUT 
RULES AT THE START OF THIS STORY. 
NUMBERS AND RULES. 
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IT'S SAFE TO SN THAT 
SAM'S ENTIRE LIFE ROWED 
AROUND THESE TWO CONCEPTS. 
UITERAUN. 


LET'S TAKE MANKIND'S TWO ESSENTIAL 
NEEDS: SLEEPING AND EATING. 


O jr you KNOW HOW TO WORK 

由 AROUND THe RULES OF ს CITY, 

SATISFYING THESE TWO NEEDS 
ISN'T THAT DIFFICULT. 


Тен ZL 


EONA, SAM'S LANDIADY, WAS 
AN OW FRIEND OF HIS FATHER'S. A 
BIT OF AN ECCENTRIC, BUT PRETTY CHIU 
OND LAID BACK. SHED ALWANS LEND ONE OF 
UER FATS TO SAM BECAUSE OF THAT 
FAMILY FRIENDSHIP. 


| 


ха ев וכ‎ E מ‎ | 


1 


| 


те? \ 1% 


SHE NEVER ASKED SAM FOR 
ANYTHING AND, IN RETURN, HE'D 
SUP THE RENT CHECK UNDER THE 

FRONT DOOR ON THE FIRST OF EVERY 
MONTH, SOMETIMES SOONER. 


' 


| 


TUE APARTMENT WAS IN TUE 
HEART OF THE EAST VILAGE 
AND IT WAS PRETTY OW. 


—— = "I 

ШЕ WHEN I SAN PRETTY OLD, I MEAN 

шаа TUE BATHTUB WAS IN THE KITCHEN. 
= 

7 - 


(WHICH ACTUALLY CAME IN PRETTY 
HANDY WHEN TRYING TO SAVE BOTH 
WATER AND SOAP -- NOWNE GOT THE 
p= TUE CONVENIENT SITUATION OF WASHING 
a TUE DISHES WHILE TAKING А SHOWER!) 


MSS 


S 


=> We TOILET WAS IN 
We GUEST ROOM. 
ES 


ет Ж 
/ / — 


(FOR SAM, IT WAS A SPARE 
ROOM, FORTUNATEN.) 


BUT STILL, IT WAS AN 
APARTMENT WITH A ROOF, 
SOUD МАМА, AND REASONABLE 
RENT. THAT WAS ENOUGH. 


AS FOR GETTING FOOD, WAL, 
WITHOUT ANN HUMAN INTERACTION, 
THAT COULD HAVE PROVED А 
MAJOR BARRIER. BUT THERE WERE 
STIU THOSE TWO KEN FACTORS ІМ 

PUN: RULES AND NUMBERS. 


SPECIALS 
NC 


що ——— N –__ 


TUE RULES WERE PRETTY SIMPLE: 
TUE ОМ CREDIT CARD SAM COULD 
USE WAS THE COMPANY CARD, WHICH 

JORGE HAD PROVIDED. THIS WIN, HIS 
FRIEND” COULD MONITOR HIS EVERY 

EXPENSE, INCITING MEALS, | Па 

REAL TINE. | = 1‏ או 


ES 


ЗАМ СОЦІО FAT IN THE 
SAME PLACE À MAXIMUM OF 
THREE TIMES A MONTH, NO 

MORE THAN THAT. THAT 
INCLUDED HIS HOUSE, 100. 


p= um PPP кї 

\ WELL, BECAUSE GETTING FOOD AND JORGE WANTED 7 
\ WAS THE ОМА TIME WHEN THIS TO SNOR AORN MOMENT OF 7 
M CHALLENGE COULD СЕЛИМ CAUSE SAM THIS CHALLENGE FOR THE / 
N SOME UEADACHES.... GOOD OF THE ARTIC. © 


N У ტემი, 
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OF COURSE, JORGE KNEW 
SAM WOULD NEVER СИЕТ, | Peci PRICE 


BUT ЦЕ ALSO KNEW THAT UED | II 
ENENTUAUN FIND А WIN TO | ₪ BZ ае 
CIRCUMNANIGATE THAT RULE. 


ıer er rom to таныт. ША 
Bs] САШ (Hesse 
РОС 


FACTOR: NUMBERS. 
A 2 MAR V/N' с 
SADDEST BURGER. 


SAM SPENT A LOT OF TIME GOING 
THROUGH THE MENUS OF EVERY RESTAURANT IN AND 
AROUND HIS NEIGHBORHOOD THAT PUT A NUMBER 
NEXT ТО BACH ITEM. THEN, UE MADE A DETAILED 
LIST OF THE PLACES UET VISIT. 


KE 
m TA 


1 
] 
! pai (ee 


AFTER WORKING OUT A PLAN, HANDING OVER THAT PIECE OF PAPER 
AU HE'D NEED TO DO WAS WRITE THE WOW BE THE ONIN INTERACTION HE'D 
NUMBERS FOR WHATEVER FOOD OR DRINK HAVE WITH WAITERS OR RESTAURANT 
ME WANTED FROM HIS VENUE OF CHOICE STAFF. SIMPLE AS THAT. 
ON À PIECE OF PAPER 


| 
vla? AR 
e 
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BUT ON THAT THURSTAN, SO, AFTER EATING NUMBERS A, 11, AND 22 
NOVEMBER 15TH, SAM FORGOT | AT A JAPANESE RESTAURANT NEAR HOME, 


ТО BAT, SINCE HED GEEN AT | ЦЕ DECIDED TO TAKE А МАР, EXHAUSTED BN 
TUE MUSEUM ALL ТАЧ. HIS OWN THOUGHTS. 


‘WHY IS THERE ONE LADY IN COLOR IN А DOZEN 
OF MN BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOS 22” 


& twee 


PROBABIN THE ODVEST 
QUESTION HE EVER ASKED HIMSELF. 


WELL, HE'D FIGURE IL OUT EVENT 
IT WAS А CHALLENG! 


AND NORMAUN, THE FIRST THING TO 
DO WHEN FACED WITH A QUESTION... 


28 LOOK FOR 
AN ANSWER. 
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МОМЕМВЕК 16" 
NOVEMBER 
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C...) 1 LONG JAZZ. IN SUMMER, ТИМ, OFTEN ORGANIZE 
JAZZ CONCERTS IN THE CENTER OF MADISON SQUARE PARK. 


1 NEVER WENT ТО ANY OF THEM. 


FRANKLY, AW 1 LISTEN ТО IS CHET BAKER 


OND ТО BE HONEST, 1 ОМА KNOW ONE OF HIS SONGS. 


IN FACT, (US TUE ONIN JAZZ SONG 1 KNOW. 
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МОМЕМВЕК 20" 


NOVEMBER 
Мом — TUE ме ву 


као 
PR LDR 2 
ХО 
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C...) OF AW THE MANN PLACES TUE CITY OFFERED, 
J WENT BACK TO CENTRAL PARK TUE MOST. 


ANYONE WHO SINS THERES ONIN ONE CENTRAL PARK IS WRONG. 


THERE ARE THOUSANDS OF CENTRAL PARKS. 


ONG FOR NERY SEASON, CLIMATE, OR WEATHER. 


AND ONE FOR EVERY SECOND, MINUTE, AND HOUR OF TUE DAN. 


ONE FOR VERN FALLING LEAF. 


AND ONE FOR EVERY SINGLE RAN OF SUNSHINE THAT 
FILTERS THROUGH THE TREE BRANCHES. 


THERE'S A CENTRAL PARK FOR EVERY SNOWFLAKE THAT FAUS. 
AND ONE FOR VERN HORSE APPLE STUCK TO THE WHEELS OF ს CARRIAGE. 


WHOBVER SINS THERE'S ОМА ONE CENTRAL PARK IS WRONG. 


HONESTY, УМЕ NEVER SEEN THE SAME CENTRAL PARK TWICE IN МУ LIFE С...) 


e 


МОМЕМВЕК 24" 


C...) THERE WAS А CAFE ON 15TH THAT ГО GO TO OFTEN. 
TUE DECAF WASN'T AU THAT 4007. 
AND THE MUFFINS WERE SORT OF DRY. 


1 DONT REAUN RECA MUCH ABOUT THE STAFF 
OR OTHER CUSTOMERS. 


50 WHY GO BACK THERE? 


1 THINK IT WAS BECAUSE THERE WAS AN AUEN ACROSS THE STREET. 
ს NARROW AUEN, BETWEEN TWO BUILDINGS. 


AN ALLEN WHERE THE SETTING WINTER SUN 
WOULD CUT THROUGH THE PLACE WITH AN INTENSITY 
BEFORE LANDING ON MN BACK 


УМ PRETTY SURE THAT WAS THE ONIY REASON. 


THE WARMTH OF А NARROW 
SUN ON MY BACK. 


6 
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C...) NOTHING. THIS CITY JUST COULDN'T GIVE МЕ AN ANSWER. OR МАЧ 
1 COULONT HEAR IT, BUT IT'S TRUE THAT SHE HAS HER OWN LANGUAGE, 
AND LIVING HERE, WELL, (US DIFFERENT... VERN DIFFERENT... 


DIFFERENT FROM WHAT? 


WELL, А DIFFERENT WAN OF LIVING THAN IN ANY 
OTHER UTN IN THE WORLD, AT LEAST FOR ME. 


=== ШЕШ РАП 
1 NEVER BELIEVED IN DESTINY, YET EVERY 
SECOND SPENT IN THAT CITY GAVE ME THE IMPRESSION 
THAT ENERITHING HAPPENS EXACTLY WHERE IT DOES 
BECAUSE THAT'S HOW IT'S MEANT TO ზნ. 


== 


| 


A SMALL PART OF THAT IMPRESSION 
CAME FROM MN CULTURAL BACKGROUND, 
BASED ON BOOKS AND MOVIES РИМ, OF 

CHARACTERS AND STORIES SET THERE. 


BUT TUE PEOPLE FORMED THe BULK OF THAT FEELING. 
س‎ — 


TUE CROWD OF STRANGERS ГО COME 
ACROSS ON THE STREETS РЧ DAN. 
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= 1 
HUNDREDS OF HUMAN РИВЕР BANDS, 
LAUNCHED IN DIFFERENT DIRECTIONS, одих 
EACH WITH THEIR OWN THOUGHTS 
AND DESTINATIONS. 


, TNS OF THOUSANDS OF АО BUMPING AGAINST 
| ш Шш О SAYING SORRY, JUST MOVING 


«Тұ г ) | 
Ye 


MORE THAN ONCE, I FOUND MYSELF WONDERING JUST HOW 
MUCH A SIMPLE NUDGE COULD AFFECT TUE LIFE PATH OF VERN 
SINGLE INDIVIDUAL IN NEW YORK CITY. 


LOOK АТ זו‎ LIKE THIS: JT IS PHNSICAUN IMPOSSIBLE 
TAKE TWO MARBLES TRAVELING AT FOR THEIR INITIAL TRAJECTORY TO 
GREAT SPEED. ТИМ END UP HITTING BACH NOT წნ AFFECTED BN TUE COWISION. 
OTHER, IF ОМА LIGHTLY. 


4 Й 


TUE TWO MARBLES WILL THEREFORE NEVER 
REACH THE SAME POINT THEN WERE DESTINED TO OK. NOW APPLY 
REACH BEFORE THE COWISION. IT'S SIMPLE PHYSICS. THIS CONCEPT TO 


A PERSON МИН 
> თრ TWO ELBOWS. 


« 


© 
a II II II II III II 
IIIIIIIIIIIII 
IIIIIIIIIIIII 
)ו‎ 


ПА წს წს წესსა წს წს წს წს წს ეას ი 
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TOKE THESE MILLIONS OF PEOPLE 

AND STICK THEM IN A BOX FUU OF 
SKYSCRAPERS, LIGHTS, МОМА, TAXIS, Uo% IT. 
LIMOUSINES, HOPES, AND DREAMS... 


K A о АМО VERN 
NARROW 
2 SIDENALKS. 


GNE ПА 
GOOD ЗИМЕ... 


«AND YOWU 
GET NEN YORK 


NOW, MI BONS WERE > 
STICKING OUT JUST AS MUCH 
AS ANYONE ELSE'S IN THE CITY. 


WHICH IS WIN MY SEARCH FOR ale RI 
SOLTUDE HOD GINEN WAN TO ANOTHER, BE 


MORE CHALLENGING ONE: TUE SEARCH FOR 


TUE MOMENT WHEN T. FIRST GOT NUDGED. => Е > 1 AS 


e | | 6 


TUERE WAS SOMETHING 1 
COUNT SEE, A MISSING BLOCK 
IN MY MEMORY THAT TURNED AU THE 
OTHER MEMORIES INVISIBLE... 


- INCLUDING THOSE PHOTOS 
J DIDN'T REMEMBER TAKING. 
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TUE PHOTOS WHERE TUE SMARTEST THING TO DO WOUD HAVE BEEN 
SUE APPEARED. TO GO BACK TO THAT PRINT SHOP AND ASK FOR 
AN EXPLANATION AS TO WHY THERE WERE PICTURES 
TUAT DENELOPED DIFFERENTIN FROM ALL THE OTHERS 


BUT I COUWWNT DO THAT. BESIDES, го BEEN PRINTING AU 


1 WASNT GOING ТО CHEAT. A CHALLENGE OF MN PHOTOS THERE ENER SINCE 
IS A CHALLENGE AND RULES ARE EVERYTHING. 1 FIRST CAME TO NEN YORK. 


NO. THE KEN WAS 
SOMBNUERE ELSE, AND 
1 WASN'T LOOKING 
CAREFUL ENOUGH. 


SOMETHING PREVENTED ME FROM REMEMBERING. 
SOMETHING STOPPED ME FROM FALLING IN LOVE 
WITH THE MOMENT WHEN 1 TOOK THE PHOTO. 
1 JUST HAD TO FIGURE OUT WHAT (T WAS. 


SO, NERY VAY, FROM THAT MOMENT 
FORWARD, 1 STARTED FOLLOWING THE 
EXACT SAME SCRIPT C...) 
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Yo SPEND TW ENTIRE 
MORNING LOOKING AT 
THOSE PICTURES, THE PLACES, 
TUE LIGHT, EVERYTHING. 


TUEN Tv TAKE «МУ NEAT FOWED 
MY LAPTOP... PIECE OF PAPER... 


ב 
«МА CAMERA CMY „АМО МУ HEADPHONES, MN‏ 
ONE AND ОМА FINORITE ANTISOCIAL ARMOR.‏ 


TRUE LOVE)... 


Т 
ЗЕ 
ВЕ 
2 


> YD LOOK АТ WHAT WAS 
ІК FRONT OF МЕ... 


+ THEN МО CLOSE MY 
PS, PICTURING THE SHOT 
IN MY HEAD. 


76 


AND THERE IT WAS, 
JUST AS J IMAGINED IT. 


WERYTHING WENT WEIL, FOR À WHILE AT LEAST, 
UNTIL ONE AFTERNOON... 


TUE AFTERNOON OF FRIDIN, NOVEMBER GOTH. 


77 


J Seo" 
TUE UMPTEENTH 
MENT. 


XII) | ШЕГЕ 
if ს” საე вы 2 
III co | 


си i 


+ TOOK THE UMPTERNTH SHOT... 


«CLOSED MY EYES FOR THE 
UMPTEENTH TIME... 


70 


+ AND DISCOVERED THAT, IN MN MIND... 


+ THERE WAS NO 


PICTURE С...) 
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NOVEMBER 30" 
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UIS FIRST REACTION WAS TO PANIC, OF COURSE. 


SO HE COM-PASTED EACH 
STEP METIULOUSU!. 


UE TOOK THE SAME 
PHOTOGRAPH AGAIN. 


CLOSED HIS EYES AGAIN. 


AND AGAIN, NOTHING. 
JUST PITCH BLACK. 


THAT FRIDAN, SAM REALIZED 
MED FOUND HIS MARBLE, HIS 
NUDGE, HIS BLIND SPOT. 


UE KNEW UE WAS 
REACHING A TURNING POINT. 


HE JUST HAD TO WORK 
OUT WHAT זו‎ WAS. 


ლა 


WHY COULONT UE SEE THIS 
PARTICULAR MOMENT? 


WAS THERE SOMETHING 
BIGGER IN FRONT OF HIM, 
BLOCKING HIS WIEN? 


85 


MANGE IT WAS THAT 
VN WITH TW DOG IN 
HER ARMS...? 


OR THAT KID 
JUMPING IN TUE 


NO, ЗАМ KNAN EXACT WHAT 
IT WAS. EVEN WITH HIS EYES 
CLOSED, IN THAT PITCH BLACK 
MOMENT, ЦЕ COULD CLEARY 
MAKE OUT ONE DETAIL... 
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No, NOT THE CUP. 


TUE PERSON HOWINA IT. 


MER... 


° 


SUE WAS THE REASON FOR HIS BLACKOUT. 


THERE, IN FRONT OF HIM. 


“WHO ARE 
Nou?” 


“WHY DID NOU STEAL МЧ MEMORIES?” 


“THOSE WERE MY MEMORIES, 
WIN DID NOU STEAL THEM?!” 


06 
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THERE WERE À HUNDRED QUESTIONS IN 
SAM'S HEAD, BUT UE COULDNT ASK ANY OF THEM. 


UE WASN'T ALLOWED TO TALK TO HER, EVEN THOUGH IT WAS 
TUE ONE THING HE WANTED TO DO MOST RIGHT NOW. 


HE COULDNT DO IT, UE COULDN'T BREAK THE MOST IMPORTANT 
RULE OF THE CHALLENGE. UED NEVER FORGIVE HIMSELF. 


SO, THAT VAN, UE DECIDED TO BREAK А SMALLER ONE. 


87 


ЦЕ DECIDED ТО LOOK AT TUE PHOTO UE 
UAV JUST TAKEN ON HIS CAMERA SCREEN. 


ЦЕ WOULD LOOK AT IT QUICKLY, 
HOPING TO SPOT SOMETHING, 
A DETAIL, ANYTHING THAT 
(О? HELP HIM UNDERSTAND. 


BUT IT WAS FOR THAT VERY REASON 
NEW YORK DECIDED TO PUNISH HIM AGAIN. 


А LOT MORE 
HARSHIN THIS TIME. 


BECAUSE WORKING AROUND 
TUE RULES OF A CHALLENGE 
I$ ONE THING... 


6 


...PUT BREAKING THEM IS 
ANOTHER MATTER ENTIRE. 


га 


C...) LETS 06 HONEST, ENERNONE 
MAS THEIR OWN WAN OF LOOKING 
КТ THE WORLD. 


1 LOK Au OF 

MI SASS OFF ქ 

BEHIND BARS... ...AND 1 WATCH 

აიი ₪ TUE WORLD FROM 
INSIDE THAT CAGE. 


и sn , 
1 RAISE BRIDGES OF SILENCE OVER RIVERS OF WORDS. 


qo 


APTA 


TO PROTECT MYSELF FROM THE COW, 
1 TOUCH LIFE WITH GLOVES ON. 


IVE BEEN LISTENING TO 1 BREATHE THE SMELL OF 
JUST ONG JAZZ SONG FOR — . PRINTED PAPER, AS IT'S THE ONW 
OVER TWENTY YEARS. MEMORY UNCHANGED BN TIME. 


1 CRYSTAWIZE 
THE WORLD THROUGH 
PHOTO! 
| НЕ «ТИР SAME WORLD 
IM AFRAID TO LOOK АТ 
WITH THE NAKED Р. 


+ NEW YORK IS THE 


ONW CITY THAT CAN NEN YORK IS 
SHATTER AU OF THIS. THE PNEUMATIC 
DRIU INSIDE 


NOUR CHEST... 


«CRACKING THROUGH THE BARRIER 
BEHIND WHICH NOU ARE HIDING... 


о UNTIL IT BREAKS 
WIDE OPEN. 


THEN IT GRABS, 
HOW or Nou 


\ / AND DRAGS YOU INTO THE SUNLIGHT 


42 


IN FRONT OF )סא‎ 


45 


44 


SO THAT EVERYBOW CAN 5% NOU... 


«МО NOU CAN SEE ENERYBOWN С...) 


45 


46 


47 


48 


100 


102 


DECEMBER 1% 


С...) THESE SELF-IMPOSED RULES COME 
FROM À CORE NEED OF MINE: 


SUFFER AS LITTLE AS POSSIBLE. 


103 
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EL? МЕ 


VASE TUE PAIN. 
OR ENDURE Т. 


N 


>> 


OR NEN RULES ARE 
ONERCOME IT TUE REASON WERE 
UNSCATHED. STIW ALIVE. 


THAYRE WHAT'S LEFT WHEN 
LIFE COR ANY COMMON ASSHOLE) 
HURTS OR ROBS US OF THE TOOLS 
WE USE TO FILTER THE WORLD. 


RULES CAN BE 
MODIFIED, OR NEN 
RENRITTEN. 


BUT ТИМ CANT 
DE BROKEN. 


OT WAST, 
NOT FROM THE 
OUTSIDE. 


BUT FROM THE INSIDE... 


FROM THE INSIDE, EVERYTHING IS POSSIBLE. 


ШАН ყე! 


ӨШІН 


ИШТ 
де. ишш 


M ბა VS 
WERNBODN WAS THEIR OWN 
BRAND OF MELANCHOLY. MINE 
15 А POOL OF DIRTY WATER 
q s | ђ 


и 


== по | ы | у, эш 
IM IN TUE EXACT CENTER OF IT... 


+ AND УМ 
FLOATING. 


TUE NOISE OF THE WORLD IS SORT OF MUFFLED, 
THROUGH THE WATER IN MY BARS... 


М 
А BUT MY 
რ“ ` W а 

₪ om 


12 


LOOKING AT A 
QA SW... 


= = FREEZING. ШП 
== 
== 3 3 
= 8 u 
ШЕ Ee 
m m а 888 
5 
j ა". 
Su 
y 
m 
oe / У 
š 59 / 


+ BUT BEAUTIFUL. 


ПА 


DECEMBER 4" 


ғы - Sar 


G 6 H U 9 


14 


C...) THERE ARE PEOPLE WHO LOOK FOR, AND JUDGE, 
THAR IDEAL PARTNER ACCORDING TO ASTROLOGICAL RULES, 
STAR CHARTS, PLANETARY ALIGNMENTS, AND GRAVITATIONAL INFLUENCES. 


1 HAVE NO REASON TO CLAIM ANY OF THAT IS SHEER NONSENSE, BUT 
УМ PERSONAUN MORE OF А “SEEING IS BELIEVING’ KIND OF GUN. 
CMONGE THAT'S WHY 1 BECAME А PHOTOGRAPHER, WHO KNOWS.) 


STIW, I THINK THE ONL STAR WE CAN RAN ON WHERE LOVE IS CONCERNED IS THE STAR 
WE CAN ML SEE, WHICH, IN MY HUMBLE OPINION, DIVIDES TUE WORLD INTO TWO KEN GROUPS: 


- THOSE WHO PREFER TO WATCH זו‎ RISE AT DAWN 


2 THOSE WHO PREFER TO WATCH IT SET IN THE EVENING 


IN MY OPINION, THE IDEAL PARTNER IS ONE IN YOUR SAME CATEGORY. 


SIMPLE NS THAT. 


JUST THINK HOW MUCH EASIER IT WOULD BE: 
= WAL, WHAT SIGN ARE NOU? 
- SUNSET. 
< Ко KIDVING? ME TOO. LETS HAVE A DRINK. 
WHAT АМ I GETTING AT WITH ML OF THIS? 


OH YEAH, JUST TO SIN THAT УМЕ ALWANS PREFERRED THE HUDSON 
TO THE FAST RIVER. FIGURE (T OUT. 


15 


16 


DECEMBER 8" 


С...) NOT MANN PEOPLE CAN UGAR IT, УМ SURE. 
BUT 1 CAN. ГМ ONE OF THOSE PEOPLE. 


IT’S THERE, (C ALMOST NEVER GOES AWAN, A CONSTANT PRESENCE 
YOU SLOW GET USED TO IT BEFORE IT NEARIN DISAPPEARS, BUT THE MINUTE NOU REMEMBER IT, 
IT'S BACK AND LOUDER THAN EVER. 


А BACKGROUND NOISE, А MURMUR, À FIXED AND CONSTANT VIBRATION 
UNDERLYING THE SOUL OF THE UTN ITSELF. 


ITS LIKE THERE ARE PERPETUAL CHURNING 
UNDERGROUND MACHINES, SLOW AND TIRELESSLY HUMMING. 


MACHINES WITH MASSIVE WHEELS, WANN, BUT WELL-OILED, THAT NEVER 
(КӨМ. ТИМ JUST TRANSMIT THEIR POWERFUL VIBRATIONS THROUGH EVERY WALL, 
PERN PLANK, EVERY STEEL COLUMN. AND YOU CAN ALMOST SEE THEM SHAKE. 


"MANHATTAN MURMURS.” 


THAT WOULD MAKE A GOOD SONG TITLE. 
А SONG WHERE THE BASS IS MORE POWERFUL THAN THE MELON. 


To W PLAYED A MAXIMUM VOLUME, 
WITH THE SPEAKERS FACING THE FLOOR. 


SO NOU CAN IGNORE THE MUSIC AND МОРА... 


+ AND JUST FEEL THE VIBRATIONS. 


AND THE RHNTHM. 


17 


DECEMBER 127 


- MEN, WHAT SIGN DID NOU SAN YOU WERE AGAIN? 


= SUNSET. 


- COOL, ME TOO. 


па 
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DECEMBER 14" 


What?!? Why аге you just telling me this 
now!? You're coming back soon! Use the 


credit card and buy another one! We can't — 


publish this without pictures, man!! 


_. 


Are you still hung up 
on that girl? 


Sam, listen. Just avoid her. 
When you get back, I'll introduce 
you to a shrink | know. 


One who specializes in persecution 
complexes. Your mother will kill me, but 
it's worth the risk. 


121 


... What about the note? 
. Didn't that work? 


It'S cool, we can consider 
this an emergency situation... 


We agreed on this 
contingency plan. 


you need to sleep with some- 
one to get over Sophie, it's cool. 
= 
Do you want to? Seriously, do it! 
"а love to know how you make 
hat happen without talking... 
hat could be another article! 


Oh, come on... 


We could sell it to Vice, LOL. 


Get it out of your system, dude. 


HE | 


122 


Otherwise, just forget the challenge, 
it's over, you're over Sophie, it's fine. 


The challenge was with yourself. You won. It's Okay, whatever, man. Besides, you mentioned 
okay to call it quits a few days early. The article the note first on... wait... November 14th. | still 


will come out anyway, no one needs to know. have the message on my phone, the day you 
- > brought the phot-- 

Come on, you know | can't. 5 

I have to see this through. 


| III III 


mpi 
t | 


15 


124 


w 


ЛА 


125 


SO AS WE COME TO TW IND OF 
THIS STORY, LET ME ASK NOU THE SAME 
QUESTION SAM ASKED IN HIS ARTICLE: 


WHAT'S YOUR EARLIEST MEMORY? 


17 


I —‏ שו 
GOING BACK IN TIME,‏ 
BACK TO HIS CHILDHOOD...‏ 


SAM'S FIRST MEMORY IS А SONG 
TUAT STIU ECHOES IN HIS HEAD. 


И WAS ON AN OW 
RECORD PLAYER IN HIS 
FATHER'S OW HOUSE. 


TT WAS CALLED “I'VE GROWN 
ACCUSTOMED TO HER FACE.” IT WAS 
СИЕТ BAKER'S VERSION, WITH NO RICS. 


IN HIS MEMORY, SAM'S LISTENING TO 
TUE MUSIC CAREFULLY, LOOKING OUTSIDE 
TUE WINDOW AND SMILING, TICKLED BN THE 
VIBRATIONS OF THE SPEAKER THAT HE'S 
SITTING ON. THAT WAS THE VERN FIRST TIME UE 
REALIZED UE СОЦІО RECORD MOMENTS IN HIS 
EAD. AND זו‎ STUCK WITH HIM, FOREVER. 


125 


TUAT WAS THE ONLY SONG SAM UAD EVER 
КИМ LISTENED TO IN HIS ENTIRE LIFE. 


TUE ONIY SONG PLAYING 
IN HIS HEADPHONES EVERY 
TIME ЦЕ PUT THEM ON. 


IL WORMED ITS 
WAN INTO HIS BRAIN 
LIKE AN OBSESSION. 


AND FROM THE 
hat OF THREE, IT 
NEVER WENT AWAN. 


MIS RULES HAD 
BEEN WRITTEN TO THE 
BEAT OF THAT SONG. 


HE LIVED HIS ENTIRE LIFE 
IN QUARTER NOTES, TO THE 
BEAT OF THAT SONG. 


L4 


, 
HE LAUGHED, HE CRIED, ME ს 
FEU IN LONE, UE SUFFERED... 


NO OTHER SONG, 
JUST THAT ONE. 


— HM 0 


IF 1 DIDN'T KNOW HIM THAT WELL, 
1 (ОД? UST THAT AS ONE OF == 
HIS MANY ODUITIES... =a 


| 


«BUT THE SONG WAS PLAYING IN HIS HEADPHONES AND IN HIS 
MEN? EVEN AT THAT MOMENT UE ENTERED TUE MUSEUM. 


121 


JT WAS PLAYING AS UE STOOD THERE, 
IN FRONT OF THE PAINTING, AS THOUGH UE 
WAS WAITING FOR SOMETHING. 


THEN W 
00 IL 


ШЫ 


AFTER AV, THAT TIME, 
ЦЕ DECIDED TUE TIME WAS 
FINAUN RIGHT. 


UE SPOKE 
TO ME. 


МММ. 


“WEU?” 


132 


1 REMAINED 


SILENT, HAVING ня 
ее IMAGINATION, 1 WASNT 
' MY HEAD. IMAGINING HIS WORDS. 


I REAUN COMO WAR 
SAM'S VOICE. DID THAT 
MEAN HE WAS READY? 


SHOUW 1 ANSWER? 


WHAT IF UE COULDN'T лі 
ЦЕЛЕ ME? WHAT IF UF ` і WELL, MAD THAT 
IGNORED МУ REPIN? Е UAPPENED, THERE 
` სდ 73 L ЙО Сеил WAS NOTHING 
Й MORE EITHER МЕ OR 
₪ HIS CITY COULD HAVE 


122 


AND 1 ANSWERED: 


ARRE OASIS NINO SOSA 


C...) 1 COULD HEAR HER VOICE 
INSIDE MY HEAD. I COULD HEAR 
IT CLEARLY, IT WAS A WARM, 
STRANGE FAMILIAR VOICE. 


EA \ ს аа: 1 COULD HEAR. IT ABOVE 
BERTHNG ELSE, EVEN ABONE TUE 
MUSIC. INSIDE MN HEAD C...) 


HE HEARD ME. 
HE'D MANAGED TO WEAR MN 
VOICE, AGAIN. 


MANGE HE СЕЛИМ WAS 
VETTING ME IN. 


|| 


МО 


ІШ. 
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SAM, УМ ALWANS HAPPY a 
то SEE NOV. = 
зе е 


= Hm = 


1 UNE BEEN, WER SINCE NOU. 
FIRST CAME INTO MN SHOP. 


А, 


“AREN'T... AREN'T YOU HAPPY 
TO 9% ME? 1 SPECIFICALLY CAME 
WERE TO TALK TO Nou...” 


155 


WOW, NOU 
WERENT KIDDING 
| THN. You 
| КЕЛИХ ARE ABLE 
To SWITCH OFF | 
YOUR MEMORIES | 
IS YOU PLEASE? 6 


= ya — 


Ë sc WHAT VORRE оқа? 
| you KEEP LOOKING TUE 
OTHER WN, ITS INCREDIBLE. 


WHAT? МО, SAM, УМ 
LOOKING AT YOU AND 
NOURE LOOKING AT A 
STUPID PAINTING! TURN 
AROUND SO WE CAN... 1 
DONT KNOW, TALK, OR 
WHATEVER IT IS WERE 
DOING NOW. BUT AT 
WAST LOOKING AT 
EACH OTHER? 


126 


‘ER... TO א‎ HONEST, 
(TS NOT ME WHO'S 
LOOKING THE OTHER 
WN, IT'S NOU, 
ACTUAL.” 


NWUM...2^ 


WHY DO NOU VO THAT? 
RUN AWAN AS SOON AS 
NOU SEE MEZ 


чит... s 
50 THE 22 
mua ФА 
INSIDE МУ 
UAV? IT’S...” 


WHO იი You 
ш... THINK IT WAS? 


VEAN?! THAT LADY IN 


THE PAINTING? 


138 


BUT TUE FACT THAT WE CAN 
WEAR EACH OTHER'S VOICES 
INSIDE OUR HEADS IS 
PERFECTIN NORMAL... .2 


"UH... NO. OF COURSE «Ml | 
iii 


“THAT WOULD BE 
RAN!” 


ТА 
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“HOW... HOW ARE 
NOU DOING 117” 


1 WORKED IT OUT 
ON NOVEMBER ЗАТ. AAA 
DOES THAT DATE MEAN 

аммика ТО NOU? Sm 

теди, IT 
YOU REAUN DONT REMEMBER? 
“TUE DAN OF THE NOTE.” 


HUN. 


140 


IT WAS THE UN... 


-. YOU TOW ME NOU. 
WERE DEAF... 


„АКО THAT 1 SHOULD 
NEVER SPEAK TO NOU. AGAIN. 


143 


Read more FREE comics on ReadComicOnline 


NOVEMBER 14" 


COR, “THE MAN WHO DELETED MOMENTS”) 


SAMUEL PAGE, USB PEN DRIVE, 
PRINTINA 400 PHOTOS IN 
BLACK AND WHITE. OKAY. 


SAMUEL PAGE... 


SAMUEL PAGE, HMM... 
HAVE NOU BEEN HERE 
BEFORE...? 


WHY (S YOUR NAME 
50 FAMILIAR? 


C...) 1 KNOW THAT PEOPLE 
READING THIS ARTICLE WIU FIND WHAT 
ТАМ ABOUT TO SAN UTTERIA WVICROUS, 
BUT I SWEAR THIS IS HOW IT WENT. 

1 REMEMBER IT CLEARLY NOW. 


1 (OU DISTINCTLY HEAR HER 
VOICE INSIDE MN HEAD, AND זו‎ WAS 
TUE GREATEST AND MOST TERRIFYING 
EXPERIENCE OF MN LIFE. 


145 


I WAS WARM, LIKE A KNIFE LEFT OVER ს FIRE, AND 
IT CUT THROUGH MY PAIN AS IF IT WERE BUTTER. 


NERY BEAT OF MY HEART WAS THE SOUND OF THE BLADE HITTING THE CUTTING BOARD. 


ИМЕ NOU EVER EXPERIENCED THAT FLOW OF CONNECTED THOUGHTS? WHERE THAN SEEM TO LAST 
AN ETERNITY, BUT WHEN THEY'RE OVER NOU REALIZE TUN ОМА LASTED А SPLIT SECOND? WEL, IT WAS 
DURING ONE OF THOSE MOMENTS THAT I CAUGHT MYSELF SMILING AT HER, TALKING TO HER, HOLDING HER, 
KISSING HER, AND, LAST BUT NOT LEAST, CRYING IN HER ARMS IN А WAN 1 HADN'T FOR QUITE SOME TIME. 


IMMEDIATE AFTERWARDS I REALIZED 1 WASN'T READY FOR THAT, 
1 WASN'T READY FOR ANY OF WHAT I HAD JUST SEEN A MOMENT EARLIER. 
WARD, RIGHT? 


BECAUSE NOU CANT JUST CUT OFF PAIN LIKE THAT. 


TT WASNT RIGHT. 


NOT THAT KIND OF PAIN. 


146 


SO 1 PULLED OUT TUE “EMERGENCY NOTE” 


BEFORE IT WAS TOO LATE. SAMUEL PAGE... 


OF COURSE! 


AND I GAVE IT 
TO UR. 


17 


148 


THEN ИТ 
TW SHOP. 


1 ASKED HIM NEVER 
TO BRING UP THIS 
AND SENT А 
MESSAGE TO JORGE 
TEUING HIM WHAT 
JUST HAPPENED. 
THEN 1 CLOSED „>“ == 


MI CC... p a 


„АМО ERASED HER y JUST LIKE DELETING A PHOTO 
FROM MN MEMORY. ON TUE COMPUTER. 


ие 


4 - 
HER AND HER VOICE. = 
... שש‎ 4 


! 
' 


BECAUSE 1 WASN'T READY. 


II WASNT r 
RIGHT. 


You CANT JUST CUT OFF 
PAIN LIKE THAT... 


“КА SECOND. 


NESSUN 


144 


150 


NOT THAT KIND. 


2 
2 
= 


NOVEMBER 14" 


COR, “THE JOAN WHO HEARD VOICES”) 


SAMUEL PAGE, USG PEN DRIVE, 
PRINTING 400 PHOTOS IN 
BLACK AND WHITE. OKAY. 


SAMUEL PAGE... 


SAMUEL PAGE, HMM... 
HAVE NOU BEEN HERE 
BEFORE...7 


WHY IS YOUR NAME 
50 FAMILIAR? 


SAMUEL PAGE WAS STARING AT ME 
AS IC HED GOT THE GREATEST 
SHOCK OF HIS LIFE. AND AS 

HE WAS STARING АТ ME... 


„1 GOT TUE GREATEST 
SHOCK OF MINE. 


153 


‘SHITSHITSHITSHITSHITSHITSHIT!” 


1 Couto HEAR HIS VOICE INSIDE MY HEAD. CRYSTAL CLEAR. I KNOW THAT THOSE 
WHO FOUND HIS ARTICLE RIDICULOUS WILL FEEL THE SAME ABOUT MY VERSION OF EVENTS, TOO, 
BUT 1 SWEAR THAT THIS IS EXACTLY HOW IT WENT. FOR ME, TOO. 


1 WAN, (TS NOT AS THOUGH UE WAS SAYING INTERESTING STUFF. 


“SHIT FUCKSHIT WHERE DID 1 PUT IT, SHIT!” 


BUT זו‎ WAS ONE OF THE GREATEST AND 
MOST TERRIFYING EXPERIENCES OF MN LIFE. 


TUEN UE SAID SOMETHING UNDERSTANDABLE. 


“ОКТ LET MER TALK, NOT ANYMORE, NOPE, 
CAN'T LET HER INSIDE MY HEAD” 
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COUW UE HEAR ME, TOO? 
COULD SAMUEL PAGE HEAR MY VOICE AS AND THAT'S WHEN 
CEARN AS I COULD WAR HIS? 


етика. 


SAMUEL PAGE... 
OF COURSE! 


BUT BEFORE 1 COULD 
SAN ANYTHING... 


UE RAISED А WAW. 


p 5 > 
p" | i 
xy Y 


p 


6 SS გ 
_ 
ჯია 
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А WAW, HOWEVER, THAT THIS CITY HAD 
ALREADY STARTED TO CARVE THROUGH. 


| 
| 


|| 
| 


ее" 
Diets us t 


Y 


QUITE HAPPILY. 


ul 


THE ELBOW 
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ИАН! PEOPLE ARENT 


TUEN WERENT GOING To COME 
NEN CONNECTED ANYWHERE NEAR 
10 ANYTHING. NOU. WITH HOSE 


GENIUS... ON AW TW TIME. 


“WHY ARE You 
DOING THIS? 
WHAT pO NOU 
WANT FROM 
MEZ" 


1 THOUGHT NOU MIGHT HAVE 
FIGURED IL OUT BY NOW. 


ITS THE CIN, SAM. 


SHE ASKED ME TO. 


“OK, УМ OBNIOUSI HAVING AN 
ISOLTION-INDUCED NERVOUS BREAKDOWN... 


“ум HEARING VOICES IN MN HEAD, 
OND IM TAKING TO ს LOON WHO'S BEEN “THANKS, BUT WHATEVER YOU WANT, УМ 


STALKING ME FOR ALMOST TWO MONTHS... NOT INTERESTED. УМ NOT REIN, ГМ NOT--” 


OK, SAM, 
JUST WAIT. 


CAN 1 GIVE NOU 
SOMETHING BEFORE 
NOU 007 


“WHAT?” 
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NOW DO You А 
DELIENE MEZ HOW... HOW 


VID NOU DO THAT?” 


1 DONT KNOW. 
] THINK SOME PEOPLE 
ARE MORE OPEN TO 
SENA THE SPIRIT OF 
А PLACE THAN 
OTHERS. 


THAT'S WHAT 1 МАМА 
THOUGHT ABOUT MYSELF. 


THIS IS A CITY SURROUNDED 
BY WATER AND сит BY WIND. 


SOME PEOPLE FIGHT THE TIDE... 
= 


SWIMMING AGAINST THE CURRENT... 
Satan Ty 


III) | 


VERN FEN PEOPLE EIER GRASP 
(TS DEEPEST MECHANISMS. 
«e № 7 


UAH! YEAH, TRUE! 


“ONEN YORK ASKED 
ME 1... VO NOV. 
REALISE HOW CLOSE 
THAT SOUNDS TO ‘THE 
VOICES INSIDE MN HEAD 
TOW ME TO KU HIM” 


m ЧОМИ, EXCUSE МЕ IF 1 DONT 
WT SOMEONE WHO CAN ERASE 
MEMORIES FROM HIS OWN MIND AS 
IC THEN WERE PHOTOGRAPHS САИ, 
ME "CNN." 


1 GUESS WERE AW UNIQUE 
IN OUR OWN WN, HUH? 


“BUT WIN ме? 
1 STIU DONT 
UNDERSTAND...” 


_ ~ 
BECAUSE 1 KNAW NOU. “LOOK, NOBO DECIDES 
WERE READY, AND THE WHETHER УМ READN OR NOT--” | > ЛЕ 


CIN CONFIRMED IT... 
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CARL AND ENRIQUE FIRST 
MET IN А COFFEE SHOP ON 


“CARL AND ENRIQUE? 
No... FIFTEENTH. 


1 MET THEM IN THE 
VERY SAME COFFEE 
SHOP THE WEEK 
BEFORE ТИМ MOVED. 


“SHOUD 12” 


\\ =~ ФА 22m 


TUEN LIVE IN CHICAGO NOW, 
WITH ს BEAUTIFUL TWO-YEAR- 
OW SON. 


во zu cmm 


TUE BED I ЗИ ON 
WAS THEIRS, THA GAVE IT 
10 ME BEFORE ТИМ LEFT. 


Avocado | 
- (ом 一 
-U NICE, HUH? 
7 Kwa 
= ТЕ 00.000 
> // _____ — Í === // Am 


— —— 
m 
en 
AND LING USED TO COME INTO MY SHOP === =e; 
O Se 
== 


dU 


TO AVE HER HEADSHOTS PRINTED. WED SPEND‏ בל 
HOURS TAKING ABOUT MOVIES. SHE LIVES IN LOS‏ — 
ANGELES NOW, AND TWO MONTHS AGO SHE LANDED — урур TUE ISSUE oF À‏ — 
— 

fi A SMALL ROLE IN A VERY SUCCESSFUL ТУ SERIES. Ба EX MAGAZINE 1 BOUGHT AT 
ს RANDOM, ONE WITH AN 

ARTICLE ABOUT HER, IN 
TUE BOOKCASE SHE LEFT 
FOR ME. 
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1 UNE А MUG WITH THE PICTURE OF 1 FOUND IT IN TUE GARBAGE. 
TWO GIRLS ON IT, WITH THE CAPTION X v T 7 
“МАЧ OUR FRIENDSHIP NEVER END.” 


А HOUSE FULL OF OBJECTS, FUU OF 
HISTORY, А PAST... 


1 DONT KNOW 
WHO LIVED 
IN MY HOUSE 
BEFORE ME. - THAT HAS 
NOTHING TO DO 


WITH ME. 


ШТ 


THIS CITY'S JUST TEMPORARY, 
SAM. LIVES РИМ, OF DREAMS, 
HISTORY, HOPES AND PAIN... THEN 
Ма, DART THROUGH IT. 


TUEN COUIDE LIKE 
MARBLES, ONW TO 
SPEED OFF AGAIN IN 
OTHER DIRECTIONS. 


ШР! 


SOME OF THEM LEAVE 
PIECES BEHIND. 


PIECES OF HISTORY. 
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NONE OF THEM ARE EVER READY. | 


3 + 


AND NO ONE IS EVER READY TO LEAVE AGAIN. 


EXCEPT INSTEAD OF 


8 1 
uo n рима OFF AFTER 
COMIDINA... 
Т 
PATU. MERGED. 
МАЧВЕ THAT'S WHY WE 
CAN EAR EACH OTHERS 
THOUGHTS SO CLEARLY, 
1 DON'T KNOW.. 
BUT TUE CIN DECIDED ди, 
OF WIS, NOT WE. 
J GOT זו‎ AT A FUA 
MARKET ON TWENTI- 


FIFTH YEARS AGO. 


S, IVE GOT À 

VERN OW CHEST 

OF DRAWERS АТ 
HOME... 


1 GUESS NOBOW EVER THOUGHT 
TO REMOVE THE DRAWERS TO GIVE 
IT A GOOD CLEAN. 


(...) TW ASK 
NOU AGAIN: 


WHAT'S YOUR 
EARLIEST MEMORY? 
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С...) MY FIRST MEMORY IS A SONG CALLED 
“TNE GROWN ACCUSTOMED TO HER FACE.” IT HAS УМ, EVANS ON PIANO, 
FOUOWED BN CHET BAKERS TRUMPET, 


PUNCTUATED BN THE HORNS ON FIRST AVENUE, 
AND THE SIREN FROM À RANDOM FIRETRUCK. 


ITS TUE LOW, DEEP VIBRATIONS OF THE DOUBLE BASS THROUGH THE LOW- 
SPEAKER THAT TICKLE МУ HEART, AND MY BACKSIDE. 


1 COUNT TO FOUR, TO THE BEAT OF THE MUSIC, BECAUSE IT WAS ONE OF THE FIRST 
THINGS MN FATHER TAUGHT ME TO 70. 


SOME OF NOU MIGHT FIND HAVING A SONG STUCK IN YOUR HEAD, 
ENEN FOR JUST A SHORT WHILE, ANNOYING. 


BUT FOR ME, AFTER LOSING MN HEARING, 1 LIVED MN LIFE TO THE SOUND 
OF JUST ONE SONG, TRYING NEVER TO FORGET ІТ. 


TUE SAME BACKGROUND MUSIC ТО EVERY BOOK 1 READ. 
TUE SAME SOUNDTRACK TO EVERY MOVIE 1 EVER SAW. 
TUE SAME SONG TO STEER ME THROUGH THIS LIFE. 
TUE SAME SONG IN TIMES OF SORROW. 
TUG SAME LOVE SONG. 


1⁄1 
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II WASN'T HER VOICE IN МЧ HEAD THAT SHOCKED ME, THAT 
VAN, IN THE PRINT SHOP. AT LAST, 1 WAS CERTAIN OF IT. 


И WAS SOMETHING ELSE 1 HADN'T HEARD IN AGES. 


BUT AS I CLUTCHED THAT PHOTOGRAPH, 
1 СОЦІО MEAR IT AGAIN, SO CLEARY NOW. 


1 HEARD THE HORNS, MIXED IN WITH THE PIANO, A SIREN AGAINST 
ს SOPRANO SAX, THE CITY'S MURMUR GIVING THE DOUBLE BASS ITS BEAT AND 
VIBRATING INSIDE MY ВОТЧ, FROM THE FEET UP 


AND ABOVE AU OF THIS, 1 РАД IT, THE BEATING OF А HEART. 
А HEART THAT WAS TIMED PERFECTIA TO THE MUSIC. 


MUSIC IN PERFECT SYNCHRONIZATION WITH THE HUGE AND HAWN 
MECHANISMS OF AN ENTIRE CITY. 


ONE, TWO, 
THREE, FOUR... 


COUNTING HELPED ME FORGET ABOUT WCC, 
VI MADE ME NERVOUS. 


WICK COULD CONFUSE А CHALLENGE WITH А CRY FOR HELP. 


BUT IT CAN ALSO TURN TUE MECHANISMS OF AN ENTIRE CITY, AND 
DRAG YOU TO THE RIGHT PLACE AT THE RIGHT TIME. 


WICK CAN BE THE MOST FRIGHTENING THING IN THE WORLD. 
BECAUSE THERE ARE NO RULES AGAINST IT. 


TUE ома THING NOU 
CAN DO 15 COUNT. 


ONE, TWO, 
THREE, FOUR... 


1⁄2 


1⁄4 
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ЗАМ HATED NUMBERS, BUT HE COUNTING 


COUNTED ENERNTHING. HELPED HIM 
FORGET ABOUT 
иск. 
иск 
MADE HIM 
NERVOUS. 


HE WAS COUNTING MN 
HEARTBEATS, FOUR BY 
FOUR, № TUN WERE 
ИМАМ TIMED TO THE 
SOUNDS OF HIS 
WORLD. 


AND BECAUSE TUEN WERE 
So STRONG тим He СОЦІО 
UPAR THEIR VIBRATIONS. 


UE COULONT 
Мор ME 
ANYMORE. 


SO ME CLOSED 
HIS ES... 
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-AND 1 WAS 
STI, THERE. 
JN FRONT OF HIM. 


ІМ HIS UBAD, TOO. 


BECAUSE SOMETIMES, 
WHEN TWO MARBLES 
COUIDE AT GREAT 
აწი... 


y” № - rz 
= 
| TO UEP EACH OTHER REDISCONER À Y 


LONE FOR TUE MOMENT AGAIN. 


A — 


BECAUSE IN THIS СІЧ, A MOMENT +“... 
CAN LAST AN ETERNITY. Fi 


WHO KEEP LOOKING THE OTHER 
WAN ARE FORCED TO ENDURE. 
: 


OR THE 
ТИИ, NOISE 
OF CRUMBLING 
DEFENSES. 
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LIKE THE PNN WE 
TRY TO LEAVE BEHIND. 


/ 


OR TUE MOST PRECIOUS 
MEMORY WE CAREY WITH US 
THROUGH LIFE. 


SAME SONG, PLAYING OVER | 
AND OVER AGAIN. = 


OR TUE RHYTHMIC AND 
CONSTANT SOUND OF 
MASSIVE GEARS RUMBLING 
BENEATH OUR FEET. 
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ONE, TWO, THREE, FOUR... 
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ONE, TWO, THREE, FOUR... 


ONE, TWO... 


THREE 


ARE Yoo ХІМІЇ ON THE 


FOUR. 
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Giacomo Keison Bevilacqua is an Italian-born writer апа cartoonist 
best known for his long-running and award-winning daily comic strip 
Panda Likes, with more than twenty volumes of cartoons published in 
Italy, France, and Belgium, as well as numerous animated short films 
and popular merchandise starring the beloved character. 


He began his career as a writer for comedy TV shows and stand-up at 
the age of 20 before transitioning to a career as a cartoonist in 2006, 
with John Doe for the publishing house Eura Editoriale. This long- 
running series led to illustrating other projects, such as Homo Homini 
Lupus and a G.I. Joe miniseries for IDW Publishing entitled Future 
Noir. 


Following that, he moved to New York where he created his first 
original miniseries Metamorphosis, a 300-page urban fantasy thriller 
set in Rome. The success of this title led to his next original graphic 
novel, THE SOUND OFTHE WORLD BY HEART, referencing ideas and 
feelings he experienced during those years in the Big Apple. 


He is currently working on three new projects for 2017 and 2018, 
including a new adventure of the popular character Dylan Dog, a 
horror graphic novel titled Lavender, and a 720-page series called 
Attica. 
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CLIFF, THE BAO PUBLISHING MASCOT, 
INTERPRETED BY GIACOMO BENILACQUA. 


